
AWebinarwasconductedbyVirsa:TheHistorySocietyonthetopicofConservationof

AjantaCaves.Itwasscheduledon14thofOctober2020at1PM.Dr.ShreekantJadhav,

anarchaeologistandaformerofficerfortheGovernmentofMaharashtrainthe

DirectorateofArchaeologyandMuseumswasinvitedtogiveapresentationonthe

same.PriyaSharma(Vice-presidentofVirsa)ofthirdyearintroducedtheguesttothe

studentswhileRafayHussain(SecretaryofVirsa)ofsecondyearintroducedthefaculty

ofthecollegetotheguest.

Dr.ShobhikaMukulgavethekeynoteaddressfollowsbyouresteemedspeakerDr.

Jadhav,whostartedbyexplainingtherockcutarchitectureandalsomentionedthe

famousrockcutarchitecturesitesaroundtheglobelikenaqsherustom,Petra,etc.

AfterthathestartedmentioningtheIndianrockcutcavesandsites.Therearearound

1000-1200rockcutarchitecturesitesinIndiaandmostofthem belongtotheBuddhists.

ThefirstrockcutsitewasDholavira.AftergivingabriefintroductiontoIndianrockcut

sites,hethenslowlycametotheAjantacaves.Beforecomingdirectlytothecavesand

itsartefactsandarchitecture,hegaveabackgroundhistoryofAjantacavesandofthe

riverwhichgoesbythesamename.Thecavesweremade2200yearsbackandwere

continuouslyinhabitedforatleastathousandyearsbytheBuddhistmonksaswellas

Brahmanicpriests.Allthe30caveswerecoveredinthepresentationaswellasther

estorationandconservationworkcommissionedbytheASI.Notallthecaveshave

watersystem inthem,outofthe30caves,onlytwelvehavewatersystems.Caves

1,2,16and17werefullofwallpaintingswithhighceilingsandgauntletshangingfrom

them,whilecave19and26containedtheStupaofBuddhabuttheCave8remained

unfinished.Cave19alsoincludesfigurinesofvariousGuardiandeitiesassociatedwith

Hinduism,likeNagarajaandareconsideredastruemasterpiecesofthecave.Cave1is

theking’scavewhilecave2istheQueen’scave.Caves16and7haveJatakatalesin

theform ofpaintingsinthem.TheonlycavethatisdoublestoriedistheCave6.The

sitewasmajorlyinhabitedbyBudhhistMonksandwasamajorpilgrimagesiteforthe

HinayanaBuddhism.TheartworkinthecavesincludespaintingsofBuddha,Kings,

Jatakatales,Tridents,flora,fauna,humanfigurines,otherdeitiesaswellasapainting

ofaPersianKingofferingsomethingtoanIndianKing.Thecaveswereunder

constructionfor700years,monasterieswerebeingbuilt,ceilingsgivenafinish,idols,

imagesandpaintingsbeingmadeintricately.Thepillarreplacementandthe

conservationofimagesinthecavewasexplainedelaborately,includingASI’sworkto

replacethefallenandseverelydamagedpillarsincave10.TheNizam’sunfortunate

incidentofthrowingtheimageslyingontheground,allofwhichwerelaterthrowninthe

nearbyriverwasalsomentioned,whichcountsasatragiclossofheritageforthesite.

MrR.KSharma,theConvenoroftheHistorydepartmentconcludedtheWebinarwitha

voteofthanks.

Thewholesessionwasenlighteningforboththestudentsandthefacultymembersof



thecollege.Itwasessentialforthehonorsstudentsofthesecondyearaswellasthe

programmestudentsofthesecondyeartolearnaboutthesiteanditsconservation

worksasitisapartoftheirsyllabus.Thewebinarwasnotonlyattendedbystudentsof

SGNDKhalsacollegebutalsobystudentsfrom St.Xavierscollege,Mumbaiandother

DUcollegesaswell.Theprogram wasabigsuccessandthefacultymembersalong

withthesocietywillcontinuetoholdmoreprogramsliketheseagaininthefuture.




